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John

Glassford and Company

| found the "Inventory of Goods and Chattels” for my gggggggrandfather, Samuel Pruitt and t reveals he was
indebted to John Glassford and Company, the prominent mercantile firm engaged in the tobacco trade in
Virginia and Maryand. | understand that the exensive surviving records of this firm are maintained on microfilm
by the Library of Congress. Imcurious if anyone is familiar wath these records and if there is a place other than
the Library of Congre ss where the content can be examined. Thanks, and | hope everyone has a great New
Year. | hope one of your Mew Year's resolutions is to work even harder on your Pruitt-Pruett-Prewtt genealogy
and help your fellow genealogists on this site_

Comments

Karen SchoolerJames Pmitt)Jan 7, 12

| think it is that v ou are the administrator for this site (cousint} ¥ ou are doing a temific job, tool

| | think that it's great that you are checking into this “indeftedness.” | wish that this information would

include the name of Samuel Pt s parents! It would answer so many guestions if we were able to venfy
who his parents really are. There are 50 many different ideas on family tree’'s on the Intemet, and it's difficult
to knowwhat records people are using to base their trees onl f'm happy that our DMA matches confirm that
the Samuel | - Samuel Il - Samuel Il - Samuel IV - James Montgomery part of our Pruitt family tree must be
accuratel

Bill PruiettJan 7, 12

Thank v ou, Karen. It looks like 'l have to visit the Library of Congress to view the records of John Glassford
and Co. There are a couple of years of records from Bladensburg (1753 -1754) that overdap Samuel Pruitt's
lifetime. There's also a Prince Georges Co. List of Debts for 1767 that might be of interest. Bladensburg
was/is in PG County, but Samuel lived nearby in Frederck Co. (later Montgomery Co.). | dont hold out
much hope that there will be anything in these records about Samuels parents, but | agree that's the holy
grail of our researchright now | also agree about all the bogus information on ather sites, like
Ancestry.com, about Samuels family tree and economic circumstances. It appears that Samuel Pruitt |
was afairly commaon planter of his day. Most tobacco farmers leased their land from one of the major
landowners of the time (like the Beale's in Samuel's case) and they ran up debts because of the ups and
downs aof the business. They didn't pass on much to their children either, and in this case, Samuel’s sons
felt it was necessary to head south to Virginiain search of land after the death of their father

It would be interesting to see if any of the Virginia P niitts are in Glassfords Virginia records. 'm not familiar
with some of the locations mentioned in the LOC index of recards, like Boyd's Hole and Cabin Point. If any

of the Virginia Pruitts want me to search any locations and years on their Pruitts, just include a post here. |
think information like this helps us flesh out the lives of our ancestors. To me, that's the most rewarding part
of doing this kind of research.

¢ Megan Lounsberry Jan 16, 12

Hi Bill. S0 somy I'm just getting around to this. | did a search in WordCat to see what ather libraries might
have these microfilm | was ableto find a record for "Records, 1758-1817; John Glassford and Company.”
The summary of content is “Filmed from the orginals in the Library of Congress. Contains v 164-228
(account books for Virginia) of the Records of John Glassford and Company./ Reproduction: Micrafilm./
[Washington, D.C.] J/ Library of Congress Photoduplication Serdce / 19800 20 microfilm reels ; 35 mm./
Bio/History: Scottish mercantile firm in Glasgow.” These can be found at Prince William Public Library in Va
and Colanial Williameburg Found Res Libr, Williamsburg, VA.

| also found "Records of John Glassford and Company, 1743-1886 (bulk 1760-1820). The abstract for this
WorldCat records reads, “Ledgers, journals, daybooks, inventories, cashbooks, and letterbooks of the
various mercantile firms in Maryland and Virginia representing or succeeding the Glasgow Scotland, firm of
John Glassford and Company inthe Chesapeake tobacco trade. Under the name Glassford and Company,
the firm operated stores in Maryland at Baltimaore, Bladensburg, Chaptico, Georgetown (later part of
Washington, D.C.), Leonardtown, Lower M arlboro, Mewpart, Mottingham, Piscataway, Fort Tobacco, and
Upper Marboro. Stores were operated in Alexandra and Colchester Va., under the name Glassford,
Henderson & Co., and at Dumfries and Morfolk, Va., under Glassford, Gordon, Monteath & Co. Successaor
and related firns represented include Boyle, Scott & Co.; Findlay, Hopkins & Co.; Hendersaon, Fergusson &
Gibson James Brown & Co.; James Gordon & Co.; Jamieson, Johnstone & Co.; Shortridge, Gordon & Co.;
Thompson, Edelen & Company; and Vincent & Fergusson. Individuals represented include William Bayles,
William Byrd lll, John Campbell, Landon Carter George William F aifax, Robert Fergusson, William
Fitzhugh, Henry Glassford, John Glassford, James Gordon, Alexander Hamilton, Archibald Henderson, Meil
Jamieson, Henry Lee, Richard Lee, George Mason, Walter Monteath, George Plater, Henry Riddell, Hector
Foss, George Washington, and Laarence Washington..”™ These can be found at George Washington's
Mount Vemon Estate and Gardens, Library of Congress, and Center For Research Librares in Chicago, IL

And lastly, Records, 1758-1817John Glassford and Company. Abstract: These papers include ledgers,
joumals, cash sales, lists of debts, firm accounts of the company and its successors; also included are
records of transactions of several large firms, which, by a sy stem of branch stores, supplied areasin
Maryland and Virginia. Prominent names found inthese records are George Masaon, Col. Henry Lee,
George Willlam Fairfax, Edward Washington, Captain Gearge Plater, Col. Benjamin Young, Captain William
Baylis, Hector Ross, and Richard Lee. This islocated at Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library in
Delaware.

Somy for such a long post, but | wanted to be descriptive and hopefully not waste y our time. Also, you may
have already found this info; my apologies, if so. You may be able to interlibrary [oan these materals
through your local library. | work at LSU's Interlibrary Loan depatment, so if ever yvou have questions ar
need help with locating maternals, please feel freeto ask.

Bill PruiettJan 17,12

Thank v ou, Megan, for so tharoughly researching this. The Prince William Public Library is relatively close
to me, but if they only hawe Virginia records, that wont help. My next step will be to call the Library of
Congress and see about the interlibrary loan possibility. Otherwise, [l head down to DC and take a look in
person.

| did a little checking on Stephen West, the ather creditor listed on Samuel Pruitt’s Inventary, and he was a
prominent Maryland merchant. Poor Elizabeth (Hawker) Pruitt, Samuels widow, must have had quite a few
defbts to take care of when Samuel died. Mo wonder she mamied John Riddle so soon after the death of her
husband, and no wonder the sons immediately headed for far southem Virginia. While Samuel Pruitt's
haing debts was not unusual for Maryland tobacco planters duringthis time, # must havwe been tough on
the entire family when he died.

Geome Famis, Jr. Jan 17, 12
Hi Bill:
Sometimes we just have to pay it forward. Presently, I'm driving to Pittsy kania County, VA to research my

Witcher line. However, | live in DC and 'mwilling to to what | can to assist v ou with y our LOC problem. Try
giving me a call on my mobile (202) 368-6666.

Fraternal regards,
Gearnge

FARRIS
CPT, IM
LSA, (R)

Bill PruiettJan 18, 12

Thanks, George. | talked to someaone at the LOC yesterday and he suggested | come there on a 5 aturday
to avoidthe traffic. | think it's going to be pretty tedious going through the microfilm, but 1 can find a
relevant ledger account or other record, it might provide a little insight into how the Maryland Pruitts [ved. Tl
be looking for other linked family names including the Hawkers/Hockers, Butts, Selbys, Dwalls and

Boydstons.

A.L. Murphy Jan 24,12

20 the Pruitts also have a cross over to the Montgomery lines also huh? One of my great grandmothers
was aJane Montgomery that married a Ramsay /Ramsey. | know in the Smith Family genealogy book they
listed a Hugh Montgomery migrating from Maryland to Anson county, MC among their family, | believe.

Also ifthese individuals had intemplay with George Washington, alot of it will be noted among George's
diarnes that can be read on the Mational Archives website, | believe it is; in his own personal naotations. Also
many of the letters sent to him at ML Vemon by his varnous business Overseers of his business interests in
a couple of states are posted there to with commentaries on different individuals. Some of these are golden
nuggets of infonmation of different families.

As wel as | remember William Ramsey of Alexandria, YA was a representative of the above company also
with Scaottish Investments and was a personal friend of George Washington. William amaong other things
seem to speculate in land holdings and bought several among the Ramsey family, especially out in W. VA
when things started heating up durng the French and Indian Wars. Washington himself had a farm and
business (general stare or fanm supplies) in this WY area and got his apprenticeship as a survey or and his
first commission, alongwith his first command in this same area of WY.

Karen SchoolerJames Pruitt) Jan 25,12

My ggggrandfather was James Montgomery Pruitt, son of Samuel Pruitt IV and A decia D. Farow

¢ Montgomery. | believe her grandfather was a Hugh Mantgomery; however, he moved from Virginia to South

Carolina - probably not the Hugh Montgomery yvouTe talking about.

That's interesting about George Washington's records . . .

Bill Pruiett Jun 24 12

| finally made it to the Library of Congress to see the Glassford ledgers. Unfortunately, the only sundving
records that averlappedthe v ears Samuel Pruitt and his family |ived in Mary land were from the year 1753,
Looking through all the records for that year | found none that mentioned the Pruitts. However, | did find
records for other families that lived in Samuels neighborhood of Rock Creek, Frederck Co., Md. For
example: the Duvall and Owen families whose sons married Pruitt daughters; John Riddle who married
samuel Pruitts widow, Eliz abeth (Hawker) Pruitt, after Samuels deathin late 1760; and the Snowden and
Beall families which owned mast of the land around Rock Creek (later part of Montgomery County, Md. and
the Distict of Columbia). Samuel Pruitt leased land from Mathaniel Beall.

| 'was surprised to find records for the Swearingen and Butts families in the Glassford Rock Creek ledgers. |
knew these families lived in Maryland around this time, but thought they lived further east and would have
dealt with the Glassford outlet in Upper Mardboro, Md. What makes this interesting to me is that my mother
was descended from Ly dia Butts, the daughter of a Butts/Swearnngen union. Ly dia Butts marred Elizabeth
(Hawker) Pruitt’s cousin, Ambrose Cook Hawker, around 1759 in Frederck Co., Md. and their daughter,
anather Elizabeth Hawker, marned William Seal, my maother's ggggrandfather, in Pittsylvania Co., Va. in
1790, Mow | knowthat the ancestors of my maother and father lived near each other even eadier than |
arginally thought. The families probably came in contact with each other in Maryland in the 1730s and
1740s. After the early 1800s, the families took separate paths, the Seals goingto Tennessee and the
Pruitts later going to Chio. When my mother and father met outside a bus station in Cincinnati in 1942, little
did they know they were reuniting families with such a long history together.
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Well its official, Ancestry is shutting down our
Pruett/Pruitt/Prewatt Project on September Sth

What happens to this information

The PREWTT - PRUTT RECORDS of VIRGIMNIA by
Richard A Prewtt has been uploaded to the file
section

Seeking a Y-DNA Tested Direct Male Descendant of
James Burriss Pruitt (1832-1914) of Anderson, SC

Mew Member with Anderson County, South Carolina
Pruitt Lineage




